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DOOMED

To be Whipped by the Two

Dutch Republics

ISTHE GERMAN PREDICTION

England Will in Addition Lose

Cape Colony.

YANKOMAIAN IN ENGLAND

Races the 3Eore Intensely as the Re-

sult of Chamberlain's Blunder. ng
Comes Closer Home.;

(Copyright, 1SS9, by the Associated Press)
Berlin, Dec 30. The Soiith African war

Overshadows everything else here. The
c rrespondent of the Associated Press
!hs just had an Interesting interview
- th the Liberal leader, Dr. Barth, who
5s one of the most steadfast friends of
Great Britain and America, but who also
condemns this war. Dr. Barth said: "At
present it looks as if England might
lose the whole of South Africa. I have
private information from Africa, via Hol-

land, according to which the rebellious
movement among the Cape Boers has
assumed much more serious proportions
thin the English newspapers admit.
1 lere never was a greater per cent of po-

litical stupidity than that shown by Mr.
hamberlain in provoking war without

having made the necessary military pre-

parations. If England had only waited
a few years she could have had every-
thing without war. If England is total-
ly defeated, this war will be the best
thing for the world, even for England.
It will be a lesson she will not soon for-

got. ,It will have a wholesome Influence
tpon the jingoes of all countries, includ-i- g

the German. Our navy scheme,
which Is almost sure of a'doption, must'
lo understood to be Jn connection with
the war in South Africa, all fine phrases
t fercd in explanation notwithstanding.
The increase was decided upon because
G many has lost confidence in the men
vho are shaping England's policy. The
brutality of the present English policies
renders Germany's ptvsltion too insecure.

hat happens in the Transvaal today on
land may happen to Germany tomorrow
upon the sea. Distrust of England makes
It necessaryfor Germany to be so strong
tt bi that the English jingoes will think
tKe before attacking Germany. If the
E..g.ish statesmen of today were of the
tjpe of Gladstone and Morley we should
hue no concern, but with such political
j as Mr. Chamberlain .at
t o helm we do not know what to expect
u 3 must arm for any eventuality."

1 i German press, generally, during the
1 t few days has expressed the poinion
t. it Great Britain will lose not only the

xr but also South Africa, A military
vrIr in the Deutsche Mages Zeltung
Eli1?. "It is no longer a question of

fther or not England will subjugate
,1 Boer republics, but of whether she
w. 1 also lose Cape Colony. It is true
1 land will retain the horbors, for
' i lie under the guns of the English
t' js, but the entire interior she will lose

j 1 instead of the dreamed-o- f enormous
British South African empire, England
will only keep a number of ports This
will probably be the. Issue of the war if
England does not hurry up and conclude

"I ) e

lnB correspondent of the Associated
1- - -- s learns in government circles that
C many does not believe the report that

at Britain intends to take decisive
st ir soon at Delagoa Bay. It is admit-t-c

i that Germany would be informed be-

forehand if any serious step was intend-- c

ind the reports circulated are con-- t.

id to be balloons d'essey issued by
y ountries interested in preventing

C i Britain from getting Delagoa Bay.
1 YMvO.UAXIA I" ENGLAND
(i j right, 1S99, by the Associated Press.)

L ndn, Dec. 30. It is strange to note
a t as the new year dawns for Great
1 r ain, the greatest army she ever put
l't the lield remains passive in South Af-ui- a,

held at bay by two of the smallest
rci tiolics on the face of the earth, while
ut i 'me, in plto of the large volume of
trad. and npparent prosperity, her finan-ci- ti

interests aro in a state of instabll-- 1

j not since the Baring crash. All
l.-- r H is yelping at her heels, and the
3i t Mty for American friendship Is rec- -'

zed on all sides. Papers and people
it f'r years have been ready with a.

v i r American good-wi- ll rio longer
iKP any attempt to belittle the desira-- t.

f of securing her friendship. "Ameri-- t
i ' sas the Globe, usually humorous

. ihe expense of all things tnvns-Atlan- -'

"with a crop of 512,000,000 bushels, is
rf ial!y in a position to help us." The

i nn shoe already begins to pinch
t f military foot; not very seriously, but
c ugh to suggest grave cogitations as to
what would happen If Great Britain were
nt war with a great power. The fact
that the government has chartered so
many transports has resulted In a rise In
the price of bread, while coal is rising by
Ir ips and bounds to famine prices. It is

h unpleasant results as these that si-t-

coffer at things American and
e .such a vituperative publication as

th s iturday Review to "The Amer-- i
- have had their eyA opened to the

' - lilitiee of a foreign policy and are
k -- g a --oumler. besides a cooler, view

situation. They are not less
X" "M to us than before, but the insuu
c r ;tmem has been eliminated and has
Ii i reliable substratum of good will."
A iii h concatenation tho Saturday Re-- v

ew under different circumstances
w .. 1 dubtle have construed into
c.T rung evidence of the insincerity of
An. ncan friendship It must not be In-r- ri

that this view is hekl bs many of
tho sincere English friends of America,
who now point to what they aro pleased

j term its great friendliness as proof of
wl at they have always maintained. With
r serious outlook for the coming year,
i is hardly surprising that articles ap-ji- fi'

under the headiinr "Are "We De--c
n ' and similar st rales
" the other hand, there is still a small

f ' iof tho press and public which de- -i

- its energies to senselessly abusing
tae Boers and prophesying the speedy

entry of the British Into Pretoria, Yet,
on the whole, the organs "voicing the bet-

ter class of opinion face 1900 and its
eventualities In South Arfica Tvlth an
even-mind- unhysterlcal determination
that compels admiration. That there will
be a day of reckoning for someone is a
certainty that even the most guarded and
conservative do not try to conceal.
Whether it be Xord Lansdowne, Lord
Wolseley or General Buller, It is impos-
sible to tell. But al lthe Information ob-

tainable at present and the gyst of criti-
cisms point to Lord Lansdowne having
to shoulder the onus for the terrible mis-

management
Boers expect American aid

While Great Britain feeds contentedly
upon long special cables showing Ameri-
can friendship, the Boer, agents in Europe
believe sentiment in the United States
has been gradually turning Boerward
until the time is rfow ripe to develop it
into material effect. Under this Impres-
sion the Associated Press learns that
they are contemplating dispatching a
special mission to the United 'States for
the purpose of influencing public opinion,
possibly by open meetings and by per-

sonally assisting the efforts of those in
congress whom they believe friendly.
Moreover, they consider it advisable to
offset what they declare has been a sys-

tematic campaign of John Hays Ham-
mond, the American engineer, who was a
member of the Johannesburg reform
committee, to influence Washington
opinion. If plans now under considera-
tion are carried out ,the mission will in-

clude a very prominent Boer agent and
a pro-Bo- member of the British parlia-
ment who intended a temporary hitch in
the arrangements. Their desire is to
affiliate themselves with no particular
party, but by influencing political and
public opinion, to secure at least an
offer of mediation from the United States.
A representative of the Associated Press
has made careful Inquiries but failed to
find any circumstances to warrant the
belief that such an offer, however made,
would receive the slightest consideration.

The British government Is threatened
with a coal famine, the most serious de-

velopment of recent weeks. Unless the
conditions improve, many industrial con-

cerns depending on the coal supply may
have to suspend operations before Febru-
ary, as their margin of profit is rapidly
being wiped out. The root of the trouble
appears to be the withdrawal of so many
colliers to take their places in the ranks
of the reserves. Wages have gone up,
but labor is hard to find. The normal
Christmas congestion or traffic aggra-
vates the situation, while the government
need of fuel for transports, war vessels
and depots on the way to the Cape has
created an unprecedented demand.
LUMPED OFF BY WEEKS SOW j?

London, Dec. 31, 4:30 a. m. The war
office, when communicating at midnight,
copies of New Tear's messages exchanged
between the aueeh and the inhabitants
ot Kimberley, stated that no further news
had been received up to that hour, and
nothing of importance has come from
other sources during the night. The
week's stories, skirmishes, reconnais-
sances and (bombardments at various
points where the British and the Boers
confront each other, so far as can be
judged; have 'had no .effect upon the gen-

eral situation at the seat of war, which
is practically the same as it was a week
ago.

During the night of December 2S, Lady-smit- h

and Chievely camp were in full
communication, the former reporting all
well. While the signalling was in prog-

ress the Boers attempted to muddle the
message with flash lights from each ex-

tremity of their long entrenched line
The naval brigade took advantage of the
opportunity to shell the Boer position,
which were plainly revealed by their own
lights. The naval battery resumed the
shelling of the Boer trenches on the
morning of December 29. but their fire
failed to elicit any sign of life.

A dispatch from Cape Town, dated
Wednesday, December 27, announced that
an armored train had restored communi-
cation with Dordrecht. Where the Free
State flag had been hauled down and that
the Boers had been driven from the ad-

jacent hills to Stormberg.
GEKMAN VSi;i, SEIZED

Lorenzo, Maiques, Delagoa Bay, Dec.
30. The German steamer Bundesrath, be-

longing to the German East African line,

has been captured as a prize and taken to

Durban. The Bundesrath arrived here
from Mozambuque. The capture of the
Bunndesrath has increased the already
strong anti-Bilti- feeling here among
the Hollander and German section of the
population.

London, Dec. SO. A representative of

the Associated Press has learned tnat
there were three German officers and
twenty men. attired in Khaki and intend-
ing to serve the Boers, on board the
Bundesrath, which explains her capture.

Hamburg, Dec. 30 The Directors of the
German East African line have received
news of tnc arrest of the imperial mall
steamer Bundesrath. The commander of
the port of Durban refused an explana-

tion of the cause of seizure. It Is de-

clared that there was no contraband of
war on board and when application was

made to the German foreign office, the
latter immediately promised interposition
with the British government.
THIS vt OULD UK YKIIY DKKADFUk

Vienna, Dec. 30. The Anglophobe news-

papers continue to advocate a joint in-

tervention in the South African troubles
by the Vatican and Emperor Francis Jo-

seph, some organs going to the length of
suggesting that if Great Britain should
refuse to listen to the proposition the
pope should utter a public curse on the
British nation, which would cause its hu-

miliation in the eyes of the world.

UNLUCKY jSOUTIE AT MAFEKING
Lorenzo, Marques, Friday, Dec. 23. et

received here from Pretoria- - un-

der date of Wednesday, December 27,

bay that an official dispatch from Mafe-km- g

announces that in the sortie which
the British made from that place De-

cember 15, attacking one of the Boer
forts with cannon, Maxims and an ar-

mored train, so persistently that the
fighting wased up the walls of the fort,
the British iot 159 men killed and wound-

ed, while the Boers lost only two men
kliled and seven wounded.

Unloaded shells, inscribed "The Season's
Greetings." have been fired at Ladysmlth.
A SOUTIETHAT D11T OIlf IE

London. Dec. 30. Thde reported sortie
from Ladysmlth, resulting in the capture
of a Boer position, is not confirmed, and
apparently is only a Kaffir story. A
Chleveley dispatch, dated Friday, De-

cember 23, makes no mention of it. The
same message shows renewed activity
on the part of the British, apparently
preparatory to some action. The oBer po-

sition eastward of the camp was thor-
oughly reconnoitered December 2S, with-
out drawing the enemy. The naval guns
engaged In daily practice and It is said
on iroed authority that 30 or 40 Boers
(have been killed by the firing during two

Continued on Second Pix-J- .

.gwsaswsfes.

His Own Horn. Is What Funs-to- n

Seems Doing,

HE WARMS UP A CRITIC

Who Calls in Question the
Bag-Ba-g Episode.

Minneapolis, Minn., Dec. 30. I. Seymour
of St. Paul, a veteran of the civil war
and a friend of General Funston, saw a
published statement which tended to cast
discredit on the latter's swiming exploit,
for which he has been honord by con-
gress. Mr. Seymour cut out the clipping
and forwarred the same with a letter to
Funston. Mr. Seymour is in receipt of a
letter from the general, who writes from
the transport Indiana, at sea, November
30, as follows: x

"The officer of whom you spoke is un-
doubtedly one of thosesmall-sou!e- d crea-
tures "who, never having the courage to
do anything themselves, take a sort of
puppylsh delight in depreciating the laur-
els won by other men.

"His statement that he heard me say
that I never swam a river in the Philip-
pines, and that, in fact, I could not swim,
is a lie out of whole cloth. Will you do
the favor to tell him that I said so and
show this to whatever persons were with
you when he made the remark.

"I" swam the Bag-Ba- g river with one
other officersrnraur men of the Twen-
tieth Kansas under a hot fire April 20.

The Rio Grande river I crossed two days
later on a raft, and with forty-fiv- e men,
after a desperate fight, drove 23) of the
enemy from an entrenched position. It
was for this latter feat that I was made
a brigadier general."

L0CKETT LICKS THEM AGAIN

Hits the Rebels Northeast of Slontal-bo- n

Otis' Decree on Marriage.
Manila, Dec. 31.-- 9:30 a. m. Colonel

Locket has had a second engagement
with the insurgents northwest of Montal-ba- n

and by a brillant charge drove the
enemy from ' their position. Only one
American officer and five soldiers were
wounded, but the loss of the insurgents
was heavy. Our troops captured a num-

ber of rifles and a quantity of ammuni-
tion and provisions.

Xew York, Dec. 30. A dispatch to the
Herald from Manila says: Six men of
the signal corps were attacked Thursday
at Talevera, east of Tarlac. by a force
Of 200 insurgents, and four of them were
either killed or injured.

A dispatch stating that the Filipinos are
harassing the entire Lingayon coast from.
Vlgan to San Jacinto in small bands, and
that Lieutenant J. C. Gilmore and the
members of the cruiser Torktown's crew,
who are Tirlsoners of the rebels, had been
separated and were with insurgent bands
in the northern mountains, was Censored
by General Otis on the ground that he
had contrary information.

The strength of the Insurgents at
causer surprise to the Americans.

Merchants here are anxious to have tho
campaign in Vavite province begun, so
that it may be the sooner finished.

General Otis' recent decree authorizing
civil marriages makes no provision for
divorces. Only the Catholic reasons for
separation are recognized in the order.
Girls 12 years old and boys 14 are per-

mitted to marry with the consent of their
parents, but otherwise they must be 21

years old. In order to remove any doubt
of the status of Protestant marriages
performed during the last year by army
chaplains, where one of the contracting
parties was a Catholic, General Otis 'order
was made retroactive. Native women
who have married, soldiers without Cath-
olic rites have been ostracised by their
relatives. Justice Arellano requested the
omission of a divorce 'clause from The de-

cree because of the belief of the Filipi-
nos that the marriage tie cannot be
broken.

LAWTON FUND NEARLY $33,000
Funeral Ceremonies of the Slain Hero

at .llaniln.
Washington, Dec. 30. The Lawton home

fund continues to grow, the daily in-

crease for the past two days ranging be-

tween $2,000 and 51,000. General Cohbin's
statement today shows that the total
subscriptions up to date are $32,774.25.

Manila, Dec. 30. 3:00 p. m. The fun-

eral of General Henry W. Lawton, who
was killed at San Motco. December IS.
was held today with Impreive cere-

monies. The remains wre conveyed from
the cemetery down the Luneta to the
Pasig and thence to the Transport
Thomas, which sailed this afternoon. As
the body was removed from the vault.
Chaplain Martin read the prayers. The
personal staff of the late general was
augmented by Colonel Sergeant Simon,
Trumpeter Haborkam and Privates Oak-

um and Mobruson. The latter, who were
closely connected with General Lawton's
recent campaign, bore the casket from
the vault to to a caison await-
ing at the gate. The funeral procession
was composed of the bands of the Twen-
tieth regiment. General Hall and his staff,
two troops of the Fourth cavalry, who
were with General Lawton at the time of
his death, a battery of artillery, a num-

ber of clergymen, the calsron, covered
with flowers; the personal staff of the
general on foot: Generals Wheeler, Bates.
Forsythe, Kobbe and Schwjin and Rear
Admiral Watson, in three carriages; a
naval battalion. Major General Otis ad
staff, the "foreign consols in full dress
and the members of the Philippine su-

preme court. Native delegations from
the town whore General Lawton estab-
lished civil governments presented
wreaths. Women from the same towns
waited on Mrs. Lawton yesterday and
presented her with their condolence and
flowers. Crowds of natives and Ameri-
cans witnessed the procession, the bands
played dirges and the erowds uncovered.
At Pasig. the ca.ket was transferred to a
tug, "tap" was pounded, and prayers
were offered by Chaplain Pierce. Four
enlisted pall bearers whl accompany She
remains to the United State?.

Four Killed in n Bo ler Kxploion
Lancaster. Pa., Dec-- 39 Four men were

killed and several others injured by a
boleri explosion one raMe west of EJtza- -
bethtown. this morfclnjr. They were eia- -

ployes of Keller & Kresson, railroad
contractors. The dead are:- - Donald
Holdeman of Bainbridge; Witt Sherbahn,
of West Donegal; Burt Harrjs, a .negro;
an Italian known as Tony. Thelatter
was hurled 150 feet.

CARTER'S PARTNERS IN. COURT

DiyorcedlWife ofOne of Thera Threat-
ens XTgly .Disclosures jK

New "Fork, Dec. 30. Benjamin D. Greene,
Colonel John F. Gaynor, William TGay-no-r

and Edward H. Gaynor, members of
the Atlantic Dredging and Contracting
company, jointly indicted with Michael A.
Connally and Former Captain Oberiln M.
Carter, United States engineer corps, for
conspiracy resulting in a loss to the gov-

ernment of 1575,749.90, In connection with
the Savannah Kiver and Cumberland
Sound contracts, appeared for examina-
tion today before "United States oCmmis-sion-

Shields. The indictment on which

the Gaynors and Greene were arrested by

TJnited States Marshal Henkel was found
in the early part of December in the Sa-

vannah district. The contractors are rep-

resented by the firm of Kellogg, Rose &
Smith, who are prepared to make a bit-

ter fight against the removal of the men
to Savannah for trial. Since his arrest on

these charges, Colonel J. F. Gaynor has
secured a rivorce and His
former wife, who claims that she has
been "greatly wronged," will, it Is ex-

pected, figure as an important witness for
the prosecution. She was present during
the examination in the federal building
today.

Captain Cassins F. Gillette, of the corps

of TJnited States engineers, Savannah,
Ga., was the first witness Dut on the
tand by the government. The witness
identified the four contractors in court,
and said that Michael E. Connally and
Captain Oberlin M. Carter were not pres-

ent. Captain Gillette said that he had
appeared as a witness before the grand
jury in Savannah which had found the
indictment against the contractoros.

Lawyer Rose said that he was not pre-

pared to go on with the cross examina-

tion today, which he said woulr consume
at least two hours. It was the nagreed
that the examination should be continued
on Wednesday.

BITTER COLD NORTH AND EAST

Deaths From Freezing In Xew York
City Cold in the Xorthweat.

New York, Dec. 30. The temperature
today fell to 8 degrees above zero, the
lowest for this winter. The effect of the
sudden change from the uncommonly
mild weather which had prevailed until
this time was severe and there is much
suffering among the poor people of the
city. George Howard, a junk dealer, was
found frozen to death on East Twentieth
street today. John Daly, Homeless and
starving, was picked up on Madison ave-

nue today half frozen and taken to a hos
pital, where he died soon afterwards.
Grand Rapids, Mich., Dec. 30. The cold-

est weather of the wjnter is reported in
the upper part of the lower pjeninsula.
At Carillac today the temperature Tvas
15 below zero, Sioux City 6 and Alba IS

below. '

Toledo, "O., Dec. 30. Henry F. Payson,
a armer living near Port
Clinton, east of here, was found frozen
to death today on a wagon road between
that place and Oak Harbor.

Black River Falls, Wis., Dec. 30. The
cold has been Intense here for four days,
the mercury registering ,14 below this
morning and only 2 above at noon.with
colder prospects for tonight.

Des Moines, Iowa, Dec. 30. At midnight
the mercury registered 10 below zero, be-

ing 10 degrees lower than has been
reached this winter.

ANOTHER INDIA FAMINE IS ON

It Will be Worse Even Than That of
Two Years A;ro.

Boston, Dec. 30. The American board
of commissioners for foreign minions
has received from Rev. R. A. Hume. D.
D at Ahmednagar, India, a letter dated
December 2, in which he says that the
present famine in western India is sure
to be far more distressing than even the
awful famine of two years ago, as severe
drought already has begun In the Ahmed-
nagar district, and no rain can be expect-
ed until the middle of June. The writer
says that Ahmednagar Has suffered also
from the plague, and Is not yet free from
It. Shelapur Is now ift a severe epidemic
and Bombay is, perhaps, in the beginning
of another plague experience. In view of
it all, says the correspondent, the govern-
ment, as always. Is acting most nobly,
but official relief never can meet the mul-

titude of necessities.

MOVED JUST EIGHTEEN INCHES

Steamship Grecian Declines to Glide
Over Frojcen'.Tnllow.

Wilmington. Del., Dec. 30. The attempt
to launch the Winsor line steamship
Grecian at the Harlan & Hollingsworth
ship yards today was a failure, the new
ship sticking In the ways. When the
blocks were sawed away and the vessel
started for her plunge into the icy water.
Miss Winsor, daughter of the president of
tho company, broke the traditional bottle
of wine and spoke the words that named
the .shit). Tho huge bulk moved only
about eighteen Inches, and then stuck.
An Inve&tlgation showed that the tallow
on the ways had frozen. The vessel was
made fast, shored up. and it Is expected
tha tshe will again be started on Tuesday
for her taunching.

To Watch the Kclipsc in Africa
Amherst, Mass., Dec. 30. Percival

Powell of Boston and Professor David
P. Todd of Amherst college, will start
for England early next month on an ex-

pedition t oobserve the total eclioe of
the sun. May 2S. in northern Africa. Tht--

will make a tour of the Important Euro-
pean observations. Their principal in-

strument for observing the eclipe will be
a telescope for obtaining large-sca- le

pictures of the suns corona. The
expedition will return In June,

General Wood" Report of Deaths
Washington. Dec. 3). General Wood, at

Havana, has informed the war deoart-me- nt

of the forTowinr deaths among the
troops In Cuba: Lawrence J. Clay. Vand,
Second cavalry, inflammation of the
liver, 2Sth instant, at Santa Clara: John
Butx, Second cavalry yellow fever. 27th;
Lee R. Mansneld. L, cavalry, ap-
pendicitis, Placetas, 25th.

Warner Car Company 1h Xo 3Iore
Xew York. Dec . The Wagner Palace

Car ctKnapny today ceased te exist as an
Individual .orsaata&ikm. The formal asd
QtSdal traafer of the VYacner wspany
under the terra? of Its merger ajrree-roe- nt

with the PaRrnzs company wae ef-

fected this afeimoo at the Se-- f
tlw Wagner compasy la lifts rrenty
saiWoas of stock f the Wasnr cibw-- t

belsE- transferred to PuilJCin .n ffti

HEAVY

Powers of the Earth Hearken
to Their Uncle Samuel.

OPEN-DOO- R POLICY GOES

Gratifying Responses to Sec-

retary Hay's Queries,

Washington, Dec. SO. The negotiations
opened by Secretary Hay with the great
powers of Europe and with Japan towards
securing a common understanding for a
continued "open door" policy throughout
China have met with most gratifying re-

sults. The state department is unwilling
at present to make public the nature of
the replies received, as this information
will be embodied In a special message to
congress. But In other quarters, thor-
oughly reliable and in a position to have
trustworthy and accurate Information, it
is learned that favorable responses have
been made by Great Britain, Germany,
France, Russia, the Russian communica-
tion coming as late as yesterday, and Ja-
pan. ' There is no doubt, it is thought
here, that Italy, the remaining country
addressed, tvIH make favorable answer. If
indeed It has not already done so. The
position of Italy Is felt to be assured by
the favorable course adopted by the other
four great powers of Europe. The im-

portance of this unanimous verdict by all
the first-cla- powers of the world
Great Britain, Russia, Germany, France,
Italy and Japan, in conjunction with the
United States, can hardly be overestimat-
ed, so far as it relates to the future of
China and the commerce of the world in
that empire. The state department is
loath to discuss the results
to be secured when the agreement ad-

vances to the stage of formal communi-
cation, for each favorable response is con-

ditioned upon the favorable action of all
the other parties, so that In each case the
negotiations may be regarded as short
of absolute finality. But while the de-

partment Is silent the details comes from
sources believed to be fully conversant
with what has occurred.

According to this information, the Brit-

ish answer was the first to be submitted
and was exceptionally comprehensive and
explicit in yielding to every suggestion
made by the United States relative to
maintaining the freest entry to the ports
of China. The British answer is said to
emphasize the concurrence with the
United States by adopting word for word
much of the phraseology employed by Sec-

retary Hay when he addressed his origi-

nal note to Great Britain and the other
powers. The wording Is such as to make
plain that the British government or

the present and hereafter, with-

out limitation, in the policy of free ac-

cess to Clfina.
Although the utmost fecrecy was ob-

served In the transmission of the British
answer, its general purport became known
to other European capitals and there was
not a little irritation at what was re-

garded as a precipitated response, pur-

posely designated to embarrass the con-

tinental powers by showing Great Brit-

ain and the United States acting in con-

cert, while the rest of the world held
aloof. But this situation was made much
more satisfactory to the continental pow-

ers by their determination to act for
themselves.

Germany is said to have been the next
power to answer in the affirmative. Ac-

cording to the information already referr-
ed to the German answer was rather
more vague than the one which had pre-

ceded it, but its general tendency was
favorable, the only condition being that
any arrangement as to free access to
China should be universal and assented
to by a'll of the powers.

The French answer Is understood to
have come next and the circumstance"

'attending it were rather peculiar and not
in the nature of a direct answer, although
the result was regarded as most satis-
factory. Secretary Hay's note had been
forwarded to General Horace Porter, the
United States ambassador to Franc?, who
promptly called upon M. Delcasse. minis-
ter of foreign affairs in the French cabi-

net. General Porter made known his mis-

sion, whereupon M. Delcasse showed the
most sympathetic spirit, and stated that
he had already made ample-answe- r to

just such a communication, although at
the time he had not Intended It a an
answer to the American note. This ans-

wer, M. Dekasse explained, was given in
a sneech made by him on November 21

in the French chamber. The main point
of that speech, in Its reference to China,
was that Fra!ce desired the most ample
freedom of commerce. M. Delcasse re-

ferred General Porter to hl3 speech, and
told him that It full gave tho assurance
which the United States desdred. It is
said that the meeting was gratifying on

both slCes and that the results were con-

sidered io be favorable as an acceptance
from France.

The Russian negotiations have proce-
ed les hriskly. so that it seemed for a

time that Russia's attitude might not be
favorable. "This was dfaipated, however.
by the Russian ajnbAssador. Count Cae-sl-

in the coarse of interviews with Sec-

retary Hay. On these occasion Count
Casslnl pointed out that a harried aas-w- er

was by no mean the bt evidence
of a favorable attitude toward the Ameri-
can propaiUoa. but that Ra - pro-

ceeding with doe delibTBtJon in order to
arrive at one solid ground for a per-

manent understanding- - Tle Rasriaas
were desirous of weighing the many tort-dent- al

questioas Ifrrorwd, swea as ibe ef-

fect of the uadertadteg or. the territory
known as "sphere of iaSueaee. b well

as the territor yactaally laad to the
fore?rn powers, juch a TaHen "Waa,

KJao Chon and t Britk aad French
Mri. tula rfvim: trsiw aawaraae. i

Count CaSBrtni bowed iNr50aBy th
most friendly 3prk toward th Aserfoao
propos&ion. a well desdroa of
givfa an aaswer in this ca.e which tooM
be another lwaafe of the friesoty

os observed between Rmia
aand the United State. The Ru4aa a,

It L wnderrtood. l !nar to ih
preeedter it. with the we roadttloa
that H?te a- - sn Vb. bot j

that ail af b intrN eoaauies bM !

join la the srecat tt kp the port
of China forever open

In wiu: order in the nejreilatloa' Ja-- J
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pan's favorable attitude was made known
can not be stated, but It suffices that
Japan made her position unmistakable
In favor ofthe American position, with
the same reservation as in all the other
cases, that unanimity should be reached.
Although Italy Is yet to be heard from
definitely, no doubt Is entertained that
that country also will be favorable, thus
making complete satisfactory responses
of all the great powers.

LOSS IS NEARLY A MILLION

In a Fire In Chic ijjo'h Wholesale I)i- -

4hI4 TLtHAMtAt IntntAil
Chicago. Dec 30.-- Fire at an early hour

today completely gutted the buildings
extending from 216 to 222 Monroe street,
badly damaged the building at 212-2-

Monroe street, caused a loss aggregating
$530,00 Oand resulted, in the injury of nine
firemen, two of them seriously. The In-

jured are: Captain Robert O'Connor,
serious; James "Welley, sergeant? "Will-
iam Badden, Michael O'llara, Captain
John Evans. Captain "Willlnm Carry,
Captain Thomas O'Connor. I,uke Hayes. J

Lieutenant Oswald. The fire wa one of
the worst the fire department has had to
contend with in years. Tho cold was In-

tense, the thermometer being several de-

grees below zero, and a number of fire-

men were sevrely frostbitten.

ROBERTS CASE IN THE HOUSE

About January 15 Argument Before
omm tlce ilejfin .Tniuinry 4.

"Washington, Dec. 30 ReprintaUve
Tayler of Ohio, chairman of the special
committee which is investigating thft case
of Brigham If. Roberto, sav thMt the
case will not come up for action In tho
house before the middle of January. The
arguments will besln January 4. When
they are finished the committee will form
its conclusions. Then the report must be
fwrltten. As it will be exhaustive, the
greatest caro will tee required In Its prep-

aration, and although it is the Intention
of the committee to proceed as rapidly
as possible, Mr. Tayler does not think
that the case will rench the house before
the middle of the month.

CANDIDATES FOR ENL1SLMENT

In the Army Jet the Benefit of a
Kelaxation in Knlet.

Washington, Dec. 20, The secretary of
war has modified the requirements as to
physical proportions of candidate for en-

listment In the army. In an ordsr just
issued he says: "It is not necessary that
the applicant should conform exactly to
the figures Indicated in parnirrapn 171. A
variation not exceeding ten pounds in
weight or two inches in chest measure-
ment (at expiration) below the standard
given In the table, is admissible when
the appMcant for enlistment is active, has
firm muK-l- and is evident? vigorous and
healthy."

THREE PASSENGERS MAY DIE

As the Itesnlt orlnJnr Itrcelved in
the Brighton Wrecli- -

Denver, Colo.. Dec rlcttass
Oi ine cottHiin ea me uwiw .

at Briphtoo ysstanlsy aro to a criti-
cal condition. W. C. TomofcJna. trau
man for Bradley & Anderson of Ksiw
City, U suSferin front a compound frac-

ture of toe iksll MlrasH Room, xsc&to
foreman, has a fractured sJnrtl and

internal tnjari. '. H. Para, I
ranchman, was rir wmd aat way
sot recover from th iocfc- -

Railroad Auditor Koxer fnlride.
Grand Rastda. Mick.. De.

Urtafe B. Rowers of the Chlesjro
West 34iehig3, and Dwtroft. Orand Rao-io- n

and Waiters raJJromd. eoascnttted sat
dd at hfc. 4k in his srtvat oSk.
Data was tnstantssons. Dssosnnrscy
over a too liin srotoehiy cawsorf th
deed. Mr. Rogers has bws sppotatsd
andtttor for the aewfy eonettdae4 I'm
Mantnett sysUss af fester yestorofor.

TVaaa. Dse. 31 In tho fht roust of
(he sottonsU cIksw teerat play to
ih y yeotaroor Woiff Sesmrx.
Pp(ei 4rtU! I'rorV, a4 Mnroesy w
over Ztafet. wafle Aftaa a4 Ktmt,
5cfelclst'K' and lsro-iy- , and Vares asnt
Aiaata. dnrw The 4iamrait mmm
from jKWstotM rosssa rvmttmi: AJsat j

hA Setrs-Krz-. Xarcacy "Wtest Alton.
Marco & Paakf aaat Sealeftritt?
asd Pcpiel, mad 2rtc &s Alibis, drrv

UNABLE

To Do Anything to the New

Freight Classification.

ANTI-TRU-
ST LAW IS READ

By Attorney General Griggs
to Have No Application.

HECI1ES COMPLAINANTS

To the Interstate Commerce Law as
,

" Possibly Having: Some- - Bear-in- s

on the Case.

"Washington, Dec. 30. Attorney General
Griggs today returned to tha Interstate
Commerce Commission the transcript of
the evidence taken at a hearing by tho
oommlssion last week In the matter of
tha ne wfreight classification, with a
view to action by the attorney general
under the anti-tru- st law. If his Judgment
should warrant the same.

In his letter to the commission, refer-
ring te the demand of shippers that legal
action against the railroads be taken,
the attorney general says: "You ss

no opinion on tho matter, but prop-
erly leave me to determine whether tiie
factfe shown warrant me in applying1 for
an injunction to restrain the opiu-atie- n 4f
the new classification on the ground that
in adopting it the railroad companies vio-

lated the anti-tru- st law."
Discussing the method. of the railroads

in establishing- a common olassineatlon.
the attorney general saya: "There U an
official clarification commlttea, composed
of some fourteen railroad ofllcers from
different sections. This committee moots
on the call of ltd chairman and upon tho
request of three mebbers. At Its meet-
ings suggested changes are considered.
Siieh changes as the committee with sub-
stantial unanimity recommend are noted
by the chairman and incorporated Into
a now official clarification, which Is then
submitted to each company for Its Indi-
vidual action. Some ttlxty railroad com-
panies thus independently pas upon the
classification. They signify their adop-
tion to the chairman, who. after the of-

ficial classification has been adooted.
files It with the Interstate Commerce
Commission in compliance with the kiw "

Continuing, Attorney QeneraJ Griggs
nays that tho legality of the method of

a f
ficiu! classification has never before been
questioned. In fact, h says, tk ques-

tion of legality was not raised to this
case until afler the railroad illlcfaj had
refused, during ihe counts of th hear-
ing before ths Interstate commerce, to
postpone the time for the sew ctossinrs
tlon to take effect for slxfcr to ninefv
days. "Furthermops.' acy tho atturncv
genera). "It is apparent from the pro-

test originally filed with the nmmlskn
that it Is the changes maA and not th
method of snaking thorn, which to com-
plained of."

Taking up this quasttoa of the rsa
abteness of tho rntos, Mr. Orixirs Ms:
"A railroad company my raise its mton
to an unreSoonaMs point. It may dis-

criminate tRKNW tU enstomfrs: It may
chargs more for a short thna lor a lisnr
haul, but nono of-- thoso sets. howvp
unjust and wrongful, amounts t vtw-tt-

of tho anti-tru- st law. To antnori
the attorney general tadtreet an lnjunv
tlon proceeding under 1Mb taw It must
be shown that there is a contract. errn

Mnntlon r conspiracy i'restraint of trad or commmrc smonx Mo

several states. In tho arst . th!
is no contract, gomataiUtoa or c
splracy shown. There Is eaasaltAtfcm W
t presents Iv railroad won to commit
tee respecting sttjcKostod. chansr la
rUssiflcaUon. Thoro Is saasenH Inde-

pendent action by railroad eoatpanir In.

ths adoption of the new cbMstncau n
rcommonded by the committee. Th

taken doss not show that any
railroad cte4 undr compulsion of a
eombteatkm to adopting th otiteta! cin.
slfleation. It most h4 oonesdoil that n
common dMV-asiio- ay raMtfosd com-

panies operating In th n tarrltor is
a dslraht thtoc WW it b tott-- d

that raJtrosd esmpaafcNt twtirSW commit
rASP-ct- Jn frJet otawlfiooStonT Or

one rallros adopt a cortsto
another cannot? Th aaXMruet

tow says thers wast h ft eoatrsrt wr

combinatioa or eoasptrary This .

b nhown. And It antst i shown to re-

strain individual action. This to n t
saowa in th ttteonr subwltdL Mr-ove- r.

(hero araat not only be a aatrat
contain tlon or coasaira. but H ssast
bo In restraint of latrtt oaaunort
A aaatted to carrier, this a
fctealtoa to smwiibsh comp-titja- a. It to

only by swaarssslmr .s'lnMi a
xrMtrmrflr xto . af rsstratot
caa bo ant noon latsrwe' wsmsm
Tho Mlaw; of n oflMnl etoe('ao ,

not ftx tho ratsa It ntores srttctos
crrtato efcassss. tort th rate for fc

etossso ars oxrmtod br the rfkr4
ootaasJitos oatsfel tho etotflsMto If
a railroad oasaoy sasiBtsj- - the !

lax rates, tho eaanae of n Jdo tt--

a fcrwor to hteaor etas Wi lnto
rat, ha from aht that sp?-s- r to tto
testimony, wry railroad eanT aotn

in rtesafftcatloa m t Br--y at nay m
t oetoassw tho cstottsuc t naaa stfvlMC

tho net rarad by as tatrtoa. Mroovr. w rottm- --

pony to ir to trfc any ablate vt t
ta sxtottoHC eta atranVto ? to
eossosdsry rsato. la othr wortta, ao

of ejnawhwa. ao rtssrr --

nr of rate, a sii'ssuistat of torwus
pommarr. to sao-w-

--TW Ttmsjs-aiftosio- 4 fata Trnfito
asssat Tinas hw ao prvmAm tor t

laottoa rrqswTsstf to Safe set. aW .
those Mas farasesl ay -
trsot. natw irfearfc the onnoassV, tsi-- 4

emtral atrttv u x won nulla
tato rasas. Ta- - aohst

, wsH!v, t- - aassr of

eaSMnpp a fkw4 trr
th zwunnr of th niowctottois. wit
ojoeMajC ttsoif to a f naalty Jf ;v- -

cttsud on cv3ih V&t


